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New York Theatre Diary 
Carousel- scheduled to close August 29-City Center. . Almanag- to re-open August 


28 at Tmperial...Fifth Season to re-open Sept 5 at Cort. I er. Night's Dream 
Metropolitan Opera 9/21...01d Vio production with Meira Shearer, Robert 
All Summer Long Coronet 9/23/54. Robert Anderson's play with June Walker, John Kerr 
veerhe Boy Friend-Royale 9/30/64.English musical with Julie Andrews, 


Strawhat Tryouts 


A Burst of Sumer, A.B. Shiffrin's cane’ which debuted at Bucks County, Pa, 
Playhouse, Won mild notices from two NYC drama critics, Coleman, Mirror, found all 
the ingredients for a funny comedy, but noted that script needed a smoother blend- 
ing. Dash, Women's Wear, enjoyed the flow of mooth,facile dialogue. If the author 
seriously hopes to have show land on Broadway, oritic offers five suggestions for 
improvement of script. These inolude adding a few more dramatic and comedy twists | 
to plot, avoid having all of the vocal characters speaks as if they were the famed 


wite of the Algonquin Round Table, and preparing for the violent switch in character 
of his lead, 


Dear Charles, the Alan Melville play starring Tallulah Bankhead,opened its 
summer oirduit pre Broadway run at Cape Playhouse,Dennis,Mass, Variety mugg listed 
it as a one joke trifle in which the star has a virual field day. As it stands it 
is amusing sumer fare, but Dias,Variety, wonders if it might not be too fragile 


for Broadway in winter. NBC Lech Pearson agreed qoript was a trifle,, but it suits 
the star perfectly, 


The Brothers, a new ounedy-drama by John dell tried out at Margo Jones The- 
atre N. IIe, is a good,tightly written soript that entertains and holds interest 
throughout, okays Bark, Variety. . . Al Joey, with Collette Lyons as Gladys Bup, von 
rave notice frém Coleman,Mirror, who cau packkge at Norwich, conn, Sumer Theatre, 
„Count Me In, new revue by John Havens and Andie Arceneaux’ was panned on basis of 
first try at Hampton Star Playhouse, Westhampton, NY, by Hank, Variety. 


Far-Flung Critics 


The Dark’ is Light Bnoughs Christopher Fry's new play in London , hasn't chan- 
ged Wattse,FPost, opinion o e English poet-play right. He still is oddly disappoin. 
ted in the dramtio structure that accompenio: I.y's poetic imagination. Fry cont- 
knues,Watts feels, to be intoxisated by the sound of his own words. NY oritio finds 
himself calling new play The Light is Dark — lm us Rex, the third pro- 
duction of Stratford, Ontario,Shakespearean Tostival, vas highly rated by Whittaker, 
Toronto Globe,who filed a notice in the NY Times, Sophocles play is the most impre- 
sive offering of the second season Tyrone Guthrie's produotion fuses the ancient 
forms of Greek theatre into stunning new abstractions. Elemor Stuart was billed as 
the outstanding performer. James Mason, oritic noted, played with moments of deep emot- 


ional feeling, but on the whole his performgnce is soaled down below that of the 
hrexyoic figures he achieves physically. 
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oft Broadway 


Salvation on a String, the 8 Paul 
Green playlets presented at Theatre de 
Lys closed efter 8 performences...Tisk 
ets for i> Cretan Woman are on seie 


through fry Lene Theatre 


ne 929 d No. 
box--ffiee cen cf $245 during per- 
former o of in. Keres. cord 
Crefc'ts Troric prcsente 


ing ar evening of Afvo-Tess Lidian songs 
and den et Mahr use, Fast 4 
for a month eturturg Juiy 260. 83 top 

will be charged for A NN 

Fisher opening Oct 27 at 
ona. 


Phoenix Theatre and Rachel Preduet- 
ions „mich presented World of Sholem 
Aleichen , combine next ceaton to offer 
fBorl HeSinson md Waldo Salts musical 
Sercanie Based op Dreiser ahery “Saint 
bm ia ani the Rivor", Eoward De Sile 
va wiil Greet. It will be proacexced as 
the second prodistion at the Phe. 
next seavcna with Nov 28 as the tuxntat- 
ive opening date, 


Green Room Studio production of 
Henri Becque's comedy La Parisienne 
continues Fri,Sat,Sun through Aug . 


The cha ir, Tom Hill and Don Stuart 
new Originals Only, was 
rated by Ferridge, Post, as not a good 
play, bud oorteinly not a dull play. 
Those who eujoy a good fight can do 
worse than yisit this semi profcssional 
production. Newly raised stuge makes 
viewing more comfortable, drama editor 
noted. 


Major Barbara production at re en- 
wich Mews Theatre is only sporadica ly 
Shavian, reports Geor,Variety. Karen 
Morley es Barbara is production's mejor 
virtue. Director Paul Vincent Gordon | 
hae not fusod many sep rate sfforts ine 
to a unified piece of theatre, nor has 
he been able to inform the production | 


with consistent style,panned trade pap- 
er muggs 4 


ase 
' Vaudeville 


"Dutch Treat" revue at Radio City 
Music Hall features Nen ei Crompton and 


Marily Kurphy. Alen Carrey headlines 
at Palace this week, 


t Theatre Book Notes 


Christopher Fry's "The Dark is Light 
Enough" publiehed by Oxford...“the King 
of Hearts" has been published by Double- 
day. Teahouse of August Moon” hae been 
published by Putnam. 


Theatre TV &Fatio. Notes ' 


music to Teshouse of August 
Mow ~ Dui-Keong Lee w © played by 
on July 25-Radio...Jdulie Hay- 
don ond Zachary Seott are featured in 
Eder Rice's The Grand Tour on Aug 17 
ASG TV US MoGuire will 
be starred in "To Dach E Own" on NEC~ 

V aug 26.eedack Buchanan and dearma re 
have been signed do upp sr on NBC TV 
"spectacilars"” prouucec Mex Leibman. 
Holm will be feetured im a 
situation comedy series "Honestly, Cel- 
este” on CBS TV Sun 9 DH NM. . . du Mont TV 
has option on Fiedzio March for hour long 
filmed series,..SEi “PIAIGOER'S ‘GUIDE" 
FOR "THEATRE ON TV THIS WEEK" LISTINGS. 


* Theatre Record Comments ' 


Pa oc Sas on 


"Three Penny opera MG! album shows 
that the macabre gaiety and raucous brar~ 
ones of ei) mus ie still evokes res- 
pns e, ap proves “srberg, Herald Tribune. 
Impact of vox» is csharped by Blitzstein's 
master ly adaption,which is tailor 
made da e score and gives it a contem 
porar® 


Nichte“ alobum-Decoa- is 
lensed in two versions. One with original 
onat, the other with just dance music, 
Siilboard reviewers predict that latter 
will have more sales appeal, for wth 
the exception of "A Thousand and One Ni- 
che“ they thought none of the tunes oub- 
standing. Variety mugg thought show was 
excellently packaged by Deooa. 
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Green Room Departr.ent 


MUSIC CRITIOS VIEWS,..Though it may have seem” natura! for a music critio to 
enjoy the completely musicel The Golder. mson, Post, admits she had 
more consistent fun at car- , - . «3 tho complete naturalness of the 
novmal Broadwey musical wiicl. composer to set a- text with such 
ease that the singors give the 2177 speaking retner than Perm ly singe 
ing. es Conpared “so several years ann wwarage Secadwav nut is much more 
solid job of musio en) lar notoe Nord telegram~“une Sume of the 
country's finest dæ os telert has beon attracted vc »roudway in vhe 


last decade, while the sache sre often in the dirootorial hands of men firmly 
grounded in the classical repertory, ; 

OOLIMN TIP8..,Libby Holman will de a one woman show on Broadway, reports Walkeres. 
A Broadway mara ger slugs one of hie top female clients hard md often, whisp rs 
Farrell, tiuger Theatre may pass into hande of Rodgers and Hammerstein, 
guesses Nate, 


DAMGEROUS REER. The Male Animal co-author James Thurber confesses in Herald fri- 
dune piece that the message of his play was that freedom of thought is a good 
idea and should be perserved, The "Playgoer™ drama oritie of South Coast News, 


Laguna Peach, Cal if filed a con notice claiming the play holds sincere Americ- 
anism up to rid‘oule, 


TALENT TS,, Any show that has an Arthur Schwarts score, a star performer like 
Shirley Booth, and a roly-poly comedy singer of Ma» harness attainments is 


wor zh inyuecy's tine. By the Beautiful Sea has a!) points out, Watt, 
Nnewac ee Pe gg nd her anucretudy, the dogs in Kins oy earn $175 per 


, Ciscovored Morehouse, WI & See Why not Bogart to play 


lead in The Desperate Tourn play as well as in che film version, suggests 
Chapman, News, 


TICKET PROBLEMS...Why is theatre ticket information unavailable to the tourist? 
Why must a theatregoer call a dosen different theatres? Why is it you must 
wait 5 to 10 minutes bofore a phone in box office is answered? These are 
some of the questions Sylvia Siegler, un Shop, ako Sylvester,News, She has 


tried fo or gal ze a coutral theatre ticket information service, but the tic- 
ket brokers are against her, 


INTERVIEW HTI-LITES. . Don Walker, one of Broadway musical shews top arrangers, started 
his oareer arranging fora small orchestra that played in a Chinese restaurant 
in Philade’phia, Coleman, Mirror,Learned. His first big job was as ranger vis 
mail for Fred Waring's Pennsylvanians, At present he is busy en re-arranging 
the musio for the On Your J %s revival, Orohestrators have to hit a happy méd- 
ium today, he concluded, butween the mae and the dance elements of the shows 


“Pros 7 Cone by TK 
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Off Broadway theatre haa matured for diverse reasons be presented on Broad- 
from the actors standpelot, The increase way must abrays be kept in mind, The nun- 
in salary, the percentage of a production ber of producers interested in off Broad~ 
success and cam ttance to senior membex~ wey only. to make a profit at the expense 
ship are imoortant milestones for the of lowered salaries and costa must be kept 
acer involvac in Off Broadway product~ to the mininun, Eyuity can control this 
Jonse It is ucw up to the Off Broadway situation by the wise handling of requests 


producer to nature, The purpose of pre- for off Broadway contracts 
senting plays off Broadway that could not N 


The importance of the Off Broadway tern iv the actor is emphasized with the 


new rule recently adopted by Actors Equi t, earm ces by members in Off Broadway 
productions will now count as credit to ner membership. To beccme a senior 
member a total of twenty four working a . at 10 two shows must be made with- 


in a two year period. Rule spplier to those wirk’ng with an Tquity eff 
Bros wan contract where 70% of catt ere Tuts new rae together with 
the recent inorease in rates maker the (ft Eruadwey movement important to actore,. 


Plays 


The Golden Apple is scheduled to olose August 7...Carousel will continue at HY 
City Teater Rug WY City center Ferret Seagrr. opening Aug 81. . Chris- 
dophor Fry's Ths zk is Light Enough will be prodwed by harine Cornell and 
Roger Sievers h Long erters rehcarsalo Aur 
ust Moon extras won wasz and $100 bonus ChockseeeFsutivel, a Lew conady 
By Seu ud hella Spewack,is scheduled to open Nov 10. 


People 
Carol Haney» The * Game, 11 not be available to make the announced MG 
film "Robin Hood“ tn an I.eetom Ewell, Seven Year I*+ch,goes on vacation Aug 24- 


Oct 4, Elliott Nugent may sub. . Gregory will A. B. Shiffrin's 


Eyod Susan...dulie Harris will star in Kermit Blocmge production of Anouilh's 
The Uark,e pley about St. Joan. 


Summer Playhouses 


Hone_ 4— the Here, which Theatre Guild win“ resent at Booth on Sept 22, will de- 
but Aug Nestport, Conn, Country Playhouse ones Beach Arabian Nights sold out 
night-y Jurps revent warm spell. „ Roddy MeDowall, Ethel Smith and Jerome Cowan are 
featured in Abuerd the Bandwagon revue at Bucks County,Pa,Playhouse revue. 


other Broadways 


Actors Equity is planning to undert 
it nate thestra with — ertake a oempaign to organize the Canadian leg- 


: mn of Canadian Counoil of Authors and Artists. A branch 

— 4 ry in Toronto. . . Found Up Theatre, a Negro amateur group, gave the 
* of William Saroyen's A Lost Child's Firerlies in Deilas...Tenthouse 

Tothouse “GAGs will present Friday matinees thie sumaer of chilcren's plays. 


Theatre Film 


Ethel Bazrvnore will b 
—— in "Young at Heart fila. .. Ka thar ine Hepburn 
Edgar and Anon Selwyn, NY the 
film by catser's son, William, 
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